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by the Emperor Dom Pedro and Empress, with, the court and
court society.

The admiral and staff haying been presented officially already
to the emperor, who a short time before had visited the United
States, the meeting on this occasion was more" in the nature of a
social presentation to their Majesties by the master of ceremonies.
The emperor, on these pleasant occasions of social intercourse
with his people, was most genial and pleasant, and by far more
democratic in his receptions and conversations than most rulers
whom the writer had ever met.

On entering the ball-room, the custom of the country was
to place the ladies on one side of the room and the gentlemen
opposite on the other. Between these two lines all arriving guests
were conducted by the master of ceremonies to make their
obeisance to the emperor and empress at the head of the room.
This courtesy paid, the guests were then presented to the ladies
of the court.

These balls, in the imperial days, used to be the occasions
when more exquisite and rare brilliants were to be seen worn
by the wealthy than in any other capital of the world. The
exquisite old mine white gems of Brazil were to be seen in full-
est perfection and magnificence. Looking wherever one might
at the women, brilliant flashes of color from hair, or necklace, or
corsage, or arms, appeared in one dazzling and endless profusion
and confusion. How much more dazzling this scene would have
been with the brilliance of electric lights. But as that scene is
recalled to-day, with the gaslights of that time, it was simply
indescribably beautiful.

"With this opening ball the season was considered to have
begun, and following it there were endless social gayeties, with
operas three nights a week, and into this whirl the admiral and
his staff were drawn, owing to the cordial feeling of the people
toward our own.

In the midst of this gay season a telegram from the Govern-
ment at home announced the wreck of an American ship on the
island of Tristan d'Acunha, with orders to send a vessel to her
relief. The one invariable rule observed on board the Essex was
to be ready at all times for any service as soon as the outstand-
ing public bills on shore could be paid, and in this instance the
